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18%. F Yy X-~LT T4 TEH11%, EIVF
T—[CEWTE31%HbEMLAZZ S/, HE
DODARRBRIIZE(CHEMN. Ay s XY VLB
EFIR-C. 20 B TOREFN RO L
DEDLSD AL, ANLREENREZCRE LMD
L7,
Hi#8 : AIHW, COVID-19 impact on mental health (www.
aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-

health-services-in-australia/report-contents/mental-
health-impact-of-covid-19)
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NEELD oD ERALELI B Lo7D,
BBEOEL BiGICZ LR, £REHLLIE
3) . hENETOND,

ZOVOLERARONTH—BFHAD DR
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TA—VESED, BEFEICKER > T BECK
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LARHEERIBIEL. ThEEbALETLTL
(CELRAVMERD BEEERTEH. BREH
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BOOGREFELE Y b TEBTI/T4ET4—

DEMEELALERLLS,
RITATHR<AVEERRDIZDOICE. ANED

BRHEDELHDEELRERLL D, BRHFEEELTA

FEITATEEELONRVEY TT, RIECLCE

B BN BROMEALLE LoD 2N

TWEIRERE"Z. ACROEREL DT LD, &R

DERYTATIREDIENTEET T LEET,

BIRBANEBIAATWBIGEIL
HRRADNELRAATHREL, TTHFELEV
THITLS, BIKEORSV ME THFOH (A
TEEERCS L] 72, MEEERIL 20 BIKHNART
RANARELTHIFBL(F, BEIRICH->TLE
STIREMED H DLV D, BHTHELRAATLS
DEZH2TWBIFNE, ESLTHRS P ER
DHELTEVRVELTVWS, ZARANCHEL

DEELEFSLEEIOE. FOSHDLCECH
EF[DOL5B b0, HRRLCEEBCI LT %D
RAATHWEZOEFHICHFIR-TH(FH LN
BEL, T LT IBEALEMRICHZKLTAT
7] LRELTHDIDLRVES D,

EHAATWBZLICRAFOTLRVAIS
F.Z NP ETHITBLI BT R AL 2N
KB RDBIED, [FRil. E—2bLlTW3 LD
RFERLRN AL RALKFOTHRNLR
PLRDYAVEZNERCBEXTHITI2OHE
WHR—MCTHB,

BEEOLOFICEEZTEEHZ LN KRY)

BRIC. BHFTXEN DAV RIL-~NILR- T T %
TOEMARELTOT KA RETAEW,

KD BEEZEOLDICKRELRDT, BHDORE
BRENEIRO>TWBEDI RSB ETTH,
LORBERSFALTY, BHOLOFEICEEZT &
T ORNAERLTWDIDOIEEBALEERT
niEDOBREEXRERODENATEES, DOFE
HERECCL I B ABETCHEboTWS
AFLTT, “GHEAMAEELI L YERIEIA%
BRI EZZDRRE FA2BIEFBES DD
DECTEETWETLLI? BHORE ER
WHARLAICTEE KW TH BRI > REIE
PRBEEDTEEDE T, ThdlEFdAEVNDID
ICBEoTLEN, DLEEDLODDODEREELIT
REREARDIARECA FLE. 7 —Hhv v T L
WO IFEERWEAY YV TICED BEA
D LOFEEFECCLEEYR—ILTVWET, B
DORBFLCRNEZINEREDLILENTEN
EL LYV VIV RRFED AV R ~NLR T
TORELEICERILDIPDTT, ESABEU, 1H
DI LFETIESEFERNIRZ VO EHEE
FoTHFELLD]

bL,. Bns@irdbsLo>Tchnld, — &
BEFREFE#LTHDIIEESBOLAEW,

@®Mind Body Living Counseling Service

Tel: 0466-229-273

Web: www.mindbodyliving.com/japanese

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Mind-Body-Living-
Counseling-Centre-100551314933273
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Japanese Film Festival 2021

INTERVIEW

FRREY XY+ —X] © Ken Wakui/Kodansha © 2020 Tokyo Revengers Film Partners

[Japanese Film Festival 2021] a4 5<—

2—Hv-T4L

The Japan Foundation, SydneyxX{#nDT. 1082984 H12A5HFTAH—X S U T7DEESE
HmTh#ESh 3 [Japanese Film Festival 2021] (ARFEHITIRA, > F=—TREYd) . EEED
OFROEETCKBL BRI Y SAVEEL LoD SERIFIER) L28(EFH DO FBEHBREEE TLE
MEnd, XEBETERTIRTANNADTOI 53—, BDl-A—Y Vv -TLSAIC, RESE %2 BH-
BETHCHAEVEERLEARP. EBRERDOEECADONERWAECOWTER [,

— A4 TCORELRPLERSMEELE
R, FIEEYREETOLMAERLESED
Japanese Film Festival (JFF) [Zu\AATL
T=h

FEE(I RV TIv Dbty 74 VL L
NELED A—RLFUTIEVD, LDELDA
EbICHE%ZBLTHADILEZED S Z L
TELDOT, FBROICKEIITLE, Z5EE-
TH. SEEFMEECOLMEFHETI LN
TE PIEBY) 7z RT 4\ EBETE L
ELETHOINLLBRVWET, bbsA. YWENL L
BT, anFBICL2RHEEFL, BREERN
DUSHERHOEH L ETITI2LERDDEL
Teo FIELDOEFBHIPBEINED D, F%E
BRITZLHDICEMOF Iy b FHHERLLD
MIGHITVE L,

— 7z RTANNEEETHETCEERHLTL
BRI EBVCEEZHDET D
bl A—RbFYTICTETELY vV
LOREDAARELZEITSLEBERMELTL
9, 2EMICITI Tz RATANLDOEE(E. K
ELMEBETHD. ARVIEEETEELLELD
[CT2EBHICEDFMPTrLF— IV}
AVEERBELELET, FAX. 5ADIT-F—4

10 NICHIGO PRESS | DEC 2021

R ARV TAT A—TAX—R—RKITV
TATEB AL BHHTODIRTANLDE
BuEYR—bLELAE, 72 RTANLDEE%E
FEBLUNEBERNLERI VY TATICETHRER
HLTWET,

— F—RFSYTACAKDDH 5 HABED
Sy vn(ATTh,

2TODA—RIFFYTAICHTITEEhIFTIE
HNFEAD, JFFICEDLIRRICEIVTER
2D, AATA—E,T=AFLETHARDD S
Tyl VnSETT, JFFOEBEIE. —#%
HICEAD RN T, EWAIEZ5S8ELE T
BRE(CEREF>TWET, fIRIE, SELEBRE
NERFFaA 22— THEE~VLITAZ/H
Eleb~]% TRRYRVY I+ —X] LLEEH
DEE(LDIERTT,

—EBEREZSNE, LOLS5BAICKERD
¥L7ED

JFF 2021070456057 —<(E BRE%E
RI-E] T, BRERIRT DL HEDHA
FhbofEREndcthE . SEEEMShES
COBREVERIC, HECERBmLTHILb@AD D
FrS8—HPHEELTVWET, F—T=V Ik

mELTEBMENA THOKUSALL (X, BADIE
HOWAER EfftFOLEAEINEIGET
HO, BHERCEMRELTCEBLARED
#HhrnTWES, i SEDIFFIE, 7o av:
RYZ =PRI =2 7oA BTV T4y T-aK
TA4— FFaAvay—%T LAY rVILD
BABMEZETE L. FILUBERAEEFERICL
BARY Y- Y=X(CINZ. JFFAY S L
A—R+SUTEETOMBETEY T—35IFF
Y774 L-Ta57LbEEL. EoLYERAR
DFEE-LTRTILELNELE, Ch Db,

BESOAABEZBNLTHELVERSTH
9. RFEFEE,I I, EBECHEEEZBE
LTTLEYT—2avifTRB e ELHAIC
LTcwEg!

Film Festival Programmer, Susan Bui



Japanese Film Festival 2021 LB {E5

10A29BH 12A5BE T, F v T, /8= TYRRY ARy, v F=—D5EHCBEE NS
Japanese Film Festival 2021Tld. BATE Y b LZEEDOVEREIRD, AATA— Tovav, T=A,
Ffaxra)—hESkin vy L OERD EREIN G, £28(FERDHH HO6VERE BN,

©2020 HOKUSAI MOVIE

HOKUSAI

HOKUSAI

| |
© EUROPE KIKAKU/ Tollywood 2020

Beyond the Infinite Two Minutes
FaxFolkcois

©2021 "The Deer King" Production Committee

The Deer King
BEoE

©2020 “Al Amok” Film Partners

Al Amok
Al g

I,‘ 5. AR
© 2020 "SUMODO: THE SUCCESSORS OF SAMURAI" FILM PARTNERS

Sumodo ~ The Successors of Samurai ~
HEE~Y LM 2 CE LD~

©R.S/UTOSPC

Under the Open Sky
FEDLEHER
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Japanese

News

Premier’s NSW Export Awards
dog®N 7 IA T« 7EERPINRBAELRIEH

)/;xpo rt
Q\Awargs

%' CREATIVEINDUSTRIES AWARD

BREXNCHREFLERHCHES 2doq®D AV /=

HEILRADIL—TE&# T,
A—XbZUT -V F=—%H &
CHGEmBORMBEICED
Erhvw—YUT74v I - Y—EX%E
24t 9% ldoqg Pty Ltd (L.
dogq®) | AL 10A21HICBIMES
fn7z TPremier’'s NSW Export
Awards] 7747 UX FDFEN
TOYTAT 47T EEBFIOKE
FhECELINE,
Premier’'s NSW Export
Awards] (. NSWHEA—R+ 5
U7 &R (Export Council
of Australia) "E#TERHD
57 7—FTC.SEFETIFEREDW
25, AT 7—FlE.A—X+FY
TERNOEMCY —ERDOEH(C
POWTEHBLAEYAREENRT
ZENAKRE SN S TAustralian
Export & Investment Awards]
H—RELTITON, dog®lF, &
nEcdbrorvzyvatr-H—
EXEMAERD. EHBOL T
U—T774F VR MEHS AT
iz, VU A 74 TEELEMT
REFOLELLTEHINALZDOE
SENYHTLLED,

anoS@TEBAERSLTELR
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Y7y -vayvrFr—mRRXELH
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FIC.FrLyy LT EREN
TEYRRERYCENTELEL
DBRODNNy 759 FERFOE
VAR F—F—bICHBEELL
e &l FMYDbOBRELTT
YRRVICRCEEEREALE
LDOXBDOFEEF|IEEWICHLA
Ko, TVARVDOFERICFEESELT
ELSEITERANIENERERED
BERLLEE . EPVES
AKOEBTIE.SEENLD TS
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ANA [World Airline Awards] T4EMREIZE

2HAZH (ANA) (1088
H. ZEOHKFH#ESKYTRAX
[2& % World Airline Awards]
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772 TCOVID-19 Excellence
Award] bHf#TZEL., 214
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~WZRAME-10R1FE. #—R
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Email: Japanese.program@sbs.com.au
Web: www.sbs.com.au/Japanese
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The 58th ANNUAL Australia-Japan JOINT BUSINESS CONFERENCE

EMEAAR MEMOBERZR. RURER
Ex*BMICZIFIChiLDESHEToTW 55
BRESRZESX10A5H. IFE58EFERE
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EZolpcovid-19DEHICH L BA L M
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HeX Tk RAREZZES Y —ovbk-x
TAVIVERER, RUBERBRESO=H
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AFDEAEADRR, h—RY-=Za—+Jn
ANDORIS, Fa—N- YT I F -V DETT
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ZD% Ay b BYY URINEFFEIE
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BT -7 HBRORNDIEE]
2FEF (. XBT < THBRFOR IO
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University of South Australia) 2 &i&E,
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up until two years ago. One of the main goals of the conference is to offer a face-to-face networking opportunity.)
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BHY 74 Fz—viHES BITESE)  HA
&K BRRAESHNTTF — 2 BB BB TR
B) oM YT Fz—vCBFETFYaLED
EEW, RUBELRERELE 2T,
EEoSE XK -—4—-Xteyrayv
~—_EMtrEBxBREHE~] TEH, ER
TYHFR2K (FXesH@7V 77V v
AV Ty - REREFHER)  Craig Usmar
K (Head of Business Relationships -
Japan, AMP Capital) @&\ &ED(cft %, Luke
RussllEK (Senior Legal Counsel, INPEX
Corporation) . XBET %K (HAMZE K
REet /o — N RFTEHRTHEE FE)
DOHEFTT, Jemma Greenk (Co-Founder

FHEUMOEFEN DD, RECZE 74V HNBARY PEHFLELL
( Another shot from a previous conference. There are hopes for
an in-person event next year.)
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BEHRXEARZEZES (Australia Japan Business Co-
operation Committee)
Web: www.ajbcc.asn.au/



The 58th Annual Australia-Japan Joint business
Conference was held by the Australia Japan
Business Co-operation Committee (a committee
that carries out various initiatives to foster
mutual exchange between Australia and Japan,
as well as the promotion of economic growth
amongst the two countries) in collaboration
with the Japan Australia Business Co-operation
Committee, on the 5th of October. The
conference was cancelled last year, and while
this year’s conference was scheduled to be held
in Adelaide, it was converted into a hybrid
event to connect Australia and Japan online, in
accordance with COVID-19 restrictions.

In the opening ceremony, Sir Rod Eddington
AO, President of the ABJCC, and Dr Akio
Mimura, Chairman of the JABCC used their
opening statements to talk about the objectives
of the conference such as strategies to prevent
the spread of COVID-19, the response to carbon
neutrality, and the diversification of global
supply chains.

Prime Minister of Australia, Scott Morrison,
followed the statements with a congratulatory
message touching on the strategic importance
of the Australia-Japan relationship, the use of
hydrogen energy, and showed his anticipation
towards deepening relations between the two
countries through his enthusiasm towards
working together with the newly appointed
Prime Minister Kishida. Shingo Yamagami, the
Ambassador of Japan to Australia, then stepped
up as Japan’s representative to reiterate the
importance of the Australia-Japan relationship
as special strategic partners, as well as the
strengthening of this relationship through 2+2

consultations and the Quad dialogues.

Acting collectively in times of turbulence

There were four plenary sessions held under the
overall theme of “acting collectively in times of
turbulence” as follows: Maintaining Energy in
Australia-Japan Relations, Building Back from
the Pandemic, Trade in an Era of Turbulence—
Shaping the Future of International Supply
Chains, and Future Leaders—Australia and
Japan Beyond the Bilateral.

The first plenary session featured Grant
King (Chair, Climate Change Authority), and
Ryo Minami (Deputy Commissioner, Director-
General for International Policy on Carbon
Neutrality, Agency for Natural Resources and
Energy, Ministry for the Economy Trade and

Industry) as speakers, followed by Meg O'Neill
(Chief Executive Officer, Woodside Energy Ltd),
Masayoshi Kitamura (Special Counselor, Electric
Power Development Co., Ltd. (J-POWER)),
Vandita Pant (Chief Commercial Officer, BHP),
and Tomohide Miyata (Senior Vice President,
ENEOS Corporation) as panellists afterwards.

Prof Marnie Hughes-Warrington (Deputy
Vice Chancellor, Research & Enterprise,
University of South Australia) was the speaker
and moderator of the second plenary session
with Hiroyuki Takahashi (Chairperson of the
Board, JTB Corporation), John Pickhaver (Co-
Head, Macquarie Capital, Australia & New
Zealand), Nobuhiro Endo (Chairman of the
Board, NEC Corporation), and Graeme Beardsell
(Chief Executive Officer, Fujitsu Australia & New
Zealand) as panellists.

After the first two plenary sessions concluded,
a special session—New Frontiers for Collective
Efforts — The Challenge of Space—was held
with a video message from Dr Mamoru Mohri
AM (Astronaut and Chief Executive Director
Emeritus, National Museum of Emerging
Science and Innovation (Miraikan)) to start the
talk. He spoke about his experience of working
with Andy Thomas (Australia’s first NASA
astronaut), and about how honoured he felt to
be able to speak at the conference to people
from both countries as a result of Australia-
Japan collaborative space efforts. This was then
followed by speeches from Enrico Palermo
(Head, Australian Space Agency), and Dr Hiroshi
Yamakawa (President, JAXA). Dr Yamakawa
spoke about a return capsule from the JAXA
Hayabusa2 spacecraft safely touching down
to Earth via the Australian outback last year,
and offered his appreciation to the Australian
government for its support despite the flight
restrictions in place at the time.

The third plenary session featured Kazushige
Nobutani (Vice President, JETRO), and Jennifer
Westacott AO (Chief Executive Officer, Business
Council of Australia) as speakers, followed by a
panel discussion moderated by Leonie Muldoon
(Chief Executive, Dept for Trade & Investment,
Government of South Australia) with Ryuta
Morishima (Executive Officer, Battery Association
for Supply Chain), Fiona Simson (President,
National Farmers Federation), Masanori Suzuki
(Director and Executive Vice-President, NTT
Data), and Zachary Zeus (Chief Executive
Officer, BizCubed) as panellists who shared
their thoughts on the importance and problems

- W
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AP

SEBREINEZFYIAVEBEORIY—vvay b (A
screenshot of the online conference held this year.)

surrounding digitalisation in supply chains.

The final plenary session featured
introductory remarks by Elizabeth Masamune
PSM (Managing Director, @Asia Associates
Japan, Inc.) and Craig Usmar (Head of Business
Relationships - Japan, AMP Capital), before a
panel discussion moderated by Chiaki Akifusa
(Supervisor, Global Sales, Japan Airlines Co.,
Ltd.) and Luke Russell (Senior Legal Counsel,
INPEX Corporation), with Takero lzuhara
(Director, ST Solutions Australia) and Dr Jemma
Green (Co-Founder and Executive Chairman,
Power Ledger) as panellists who fielded
questions about business development from the
perspectives of both Australia and Japan.

Nichigo Press spoke to Richard Andrews
(CEO, Australia-Japan Business Co-operation
Committee), who shared the following insight:

“It was very important to us to have a
conference this year for at least two reasons: first
because last year was the first year since 1963
that we had not had an AJBCC/JABCC gathering;
and second, because Australia-Japan business
is really in the spotlight right now, with very
many important issues to discuss. Every one of
the “three C’s” - COVID, Carbon Neutrality and
China - that we named as our themes, is crucial
to the future of the relationship. While the online
format this year meant it was difficult to do
some of the networking that is usually a key part
of our conferences, it did provide us with a really
good forum for discussing these themes”

“[In terms of next year’s conference in Tokyo]
we want to develop some of the themes weve
discussed at this year’s conference into an
ongoing dialogue between our members and the
JABCC, so that there is a sense of continuity and
growth between the conferences. And we'll be
actively looking for new members in some of the
areas that we think are going to be growing in
the relationship, like innovation and technology,
energy transition, and medical science so that
we can help to generate more benefits for both
our countries and for our members.”

Please refer to the following link if you are
interested in joining the committee.

M Australia Japan Business Co-operation Committee
Web: www.ajbcc.asn.au/
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1. BRET U Ay vabvyyar—
LD/RT ($24) 2. DT YL ($42)
3. AU DF—X- 4 —F ($15)
4. RAETC—BEAROOE - 74 5. 7
YRRV OREICEDE L BVHIC
bERAPTWIA KA 6. 2020
MOSCATO GIALLO | Heathcote
7. 2020 VERMENTINO | McLane
Vale | Adelaide Hills | Langhorne
Creek 8. 2020 ROSE ADELAIDE
HILL | McLaren Vale

DATA

{£F7: 11 Wandoo St., Fortitude Valley QLD 4006

B K KI12PM~10PM, K~+12PM~11PM. B12PM~9PM, Ak
Tel: (07)3854-1392

web: www.citywinery.com.au
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[Matisse : Life & Spirit] &

Masterpieces from the Pompidou Centre, Paris

Henri Matisse / The sorrow of the king (La tristesse du roi)
1952 / gouache on paper, cut and pasted, mounted on canvas,
292 x 386 cm / Centre Pompidou, Paris, MNAM-CCI, purchased
by the state, 1954 AM 3279 P. ©Succession H Matisse /
Copyright Agency 2021. Photo: ©Centre Pompidou, MNAM-CCI

/ Philippe Migeat / Dist RMN-GP
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We’re excited to bring you
our new MAKOTO Range!
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YAMAGAMI Shingo

Ambassador of Japan to Australia
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AERAE BREREES. KEN
THRAEHE (BREE BTS2
RIEELKE) . BAERMERRER
BIRKITEEER. 17FEERBERK
BB 1I8FRERR. 20F127. £F
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YAMAGAMI Shingo: Upon graduating
from the University of Tokyo, he
joined the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan in 1984. He also
studied at the Graduate School of
Columbia University. His overseas
assignment includes Washington
D.C., Hong Kong, Geneva and
London. After being seconded to
the National Police Agency and
the Japan Institute of International
Affairs, he assumed the role of
Director-General of the Intelligence
and Analysis Service and then
Director-General of the Economic
Affairs Bureau. In December 2020,
he was dispatched to Canberra as
Ambassador to Australia.

AREFOARF EA—RLTUT
BABEKRERE = 7Y A bLDER
W, b (& TEE L D FERB TR
Web: www.au.emb-japan.
go.jp/itpr_ja/bilateral_
official_visits_jp.html

<Zn5> KEJHHAHL 7> 3 (The Emperor’s Birthday Reception)

(20214£3H11H)

W ERfEDZE—F (Ambassador delivering his speech)
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The Most Important Event of the Year

This is now a tad dated, however I wanted to
report on the Emperor’s Birthday Reception that
took place at the Ambassador’s Residence on the
25th of February. Among the myriad of events
that the Embassy engages in as a diplomatic
institution abroad, the most important of these
is the Emperor’s Birthday Reception. All nations
have ceremonies to mark their “national day”
(such as independence days etc.), and in the case
of Japan, it is the Emperor’s Birthday Reception.

The reception is attended by not only Australian
federal cabinet ministers and departmental
executives including those at the secretary level,
but brings together members of parliament,
members of the Australian and other militaries,
business community representatives, renowned
journalists, ambassadors and dignitaries

from various nations, as well as members of

the Japanese community. While its principle
concern is a celebration of His imperial

Majesty the Emperor’s birthday, the reception
provides an ideal opportunity to express a
deep appreciation to all those engaged

in advancing the Japan-Australia
relationship on a day-to-day basis

and to promote the brand of Japan’ in

Australia.

Getting Things Underway in the
Midst of COVID-19

As you would expect, there was
considerable discussion and debate
about whether to hold the reception
this year. In the end, given that the
Australian Capital Territory (ACT),

in which Canberra resides, had not
experienced any new locally acquired
infections for seven months, and that
the ACT government’s own protocols
permit the holding of a reception

so long as it takes place outdoors,
maintains ‘social distancing’ and is
limited to 500 guests, a decision was
made to go ahead with the reception
while keeping in close contact with
the Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade.

consisted of a variety of mitigation measures,
including (1) placing hand sanitizer stations at
various locations around the Residence grounds
and having guests’ temperatures checked at the
entrance gate, (2) service of food in the form

of appetizers, distributed by wait staff using
utensils (3) the use of masks by Ambassador and
Madam Yamagami and the Defence Attaché and
his wife while meeting guests on the receiving
line, and (4) having speeches performed from
the balcony of the Ambassador’s Residence
during the ceremony, thus maintaining an

appropriate distance from guests.

A Great Success

In the end, the reception was a great

success. Close to 330 guests attended, which
considerably surpassed the number of expected
attendees, and members of the diplomatic

staff and their spouses were able to engage

in pleasant conversation beyond the planned
time. Many of those who attended provided a
favourable evaluation of the event, saying “Just
when I thought that COVID-19 meant that we

FLar—AHEEaR LW EKRERE (Ambassador and Mrs
Yamagami with Hon. Dr David Gillespie MP (Chair of the Japan-
Australia Parliamentary Friendship Group))

InTight of this decision, the Embassy (Emi) Dty Ty FBHEA. UEKERA, A— 5> - U —F

proceeded to implement its COVID-19

BERE. W EXfE B8 2A6E) (From Left:Hon Warren Entsch MP,

Mrs Yamagami, Hon Susan Ley MP, Minister for the Environment,

prevention strategy in full. This

Ambassador Yamagami, Minister Furuya)



weren't going to be able to hold these sorts of
convivial events and what a shame it was, Japan
came through with the goods. It was both timely

and enjoyable”.

While I might be blowing my own horn here a
bit, the Embassy was able to make the full use
of its resources and offer the best of Japanese

hospitality. For example;

(1) Use of the Garden

The Ambassador’s Residence in Canberra
possesses a beautiful, accessible Japanese
garden. By opening up the Garden and
requesting guests not to congregate within
the buildings of the Residence, we were able
to avoid the “3 Cs” (closed spaces, crowds, and
close contact). Despite the fact that it was in
summer in the Southern Hemisphere, and the
appearance of a fierce storm on the morning
of the reception which resulted in a temporary
blackout, by the time the reception began in
the evening we were blessed with gentle ‘clear

Japanese weather’, which was indeed fortunate.

(2) A Menu of Japanese Cuisine

Guests who visit the Japanese Ambassador’s
Residence expect to dine on Japanese cuisine. To
that end, Chef Ogata and the members of “Team
Japan” prepared hundreds of individual portions
of Japanese dishes that can be enjoyed while
standing-up (Udon noodles in cold broth, Prawn
Tempura, Sushi, Gyudon, Wagyu Steak, and
Dorayaki). These dishes were distributed among
the guests and were very well received. And of
course in relation to drinks, heaps of Australian
wines, which have experienced some difficulties

as of late, were served to guests.

(3) Linking together Government and Private

Industry

ABDOHARER (Japanese garden at the Ambassador’s
residence)

What particularly struck me were the strong
reinforcements provided by various members
of the private sector. For example, one of the
principle Saké breweries of Ibaraki Prefecture,
Ippin Shuzo, provided a well-known saké blend
that was a favourite of mine during my time

as a police officer there. The ice creamery
matchamatcha also provided a Matcha-
flavoured soft serve ice cream that proved very
popular. T am also indebted to Kirin, Asahi,
Suntory, and Itoen for providing us with many

varieties of beverages.

I was also treated to the spectacle of the newest
models of vehicles manufactured by Honda,
Mazda, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Toyota, and Isuzu
lined up in the grounds of the Residence. This
left a strong impression of both the variety and
technological capabilities of Japan's automobile

manufacturers.

Within the Residence itself, ANA, JAL, JR Tokai,
Fujitsu, Hitachi, Daimon and Yamaha Motors all

provided fascinating examples of their products.

Not only this, and based on consultations with
relevant stakeholders, exhibits such as the
much-vaunted HE (Hydrogen Project), models
of ‘Hayabusa No.1 and No.2’ provided by JAXA
and Questacon, Japan promotion material
provided by JNTO and tourism brochures from
Nagaoka City in Niigata Prefecture and Gunma
Prefecture, as well as plush toys celebrating the
Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics, were displayed
through the cooperation of relevant groups and
corporations. I believe that these provided both

a broad and deep introduction to Japan.

(4) Kimono
Honestly speaking, I was yet again greatly moved

by the kimono worn by Japanese women. Over

B/Ra—7F— (£ (35 E18&2. A :INTO) (Display Left: Hayabusa 1 & 2 satellites by Questacon and JAXA Right: JNTO)

10 women, including the wives of diplomatic
staff, were bedecked in these brilliant Japanese
fabrics, and flitted about the Residence

grounds like so many butterflies to be met with
exclamations of delight from attendees. I myself
wore my favourite Paul Stuart suit, hoping it
may appear very smart. However after being
told by a long-time female Australian friend that
“Compared to a kimono, it's pretty plain”, “You
pale”, I sadly accepted this fact but was glad for
the reaction that the kimono produced.

(5) Speeches

I am profoundly grateful to our Guest of Honour,
the Hon. Dr David Gillespie MP. (Chair of the
Japan-Australia Parliamentary Friendship
Group) for giving a speech imbibed with warm
feelings towards Japan and generous doses of
humour. As for myself, I was acutely aware of
the fact that it is often said that “speeches by
staff from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are a
combination of three things - long, repetitious,
and annoying”. Hence as a newly appointed
ambassador I humbly delivered a speech that
was as brief as possible, to the point, and
interspersed with jokes (see attached file). As
an expression of my feelings of gratitude and
respect towards achievements made over many
years, achievements which have built the trust
existing between Japan and Australia, I decided
to give mention to a number of companies and

specific examples of their achievements.

In closing

As a consequence of the limits on attendee
numbers because of COVID-19, unfortunately I
was not able to invite everyone whom I wanted
to this year’s reception. I very much look forward
to extending an invitation to all and sundry once

the opportunity avails itself, and humbly ask for

your understanding in the interim.

A
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Japanese Culture
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What is seishun?
E5&F] >TA?

[RELS TCOHERCEBTRZREVHETI EToTLEITRE ChoTESILIER?]

Aussie: What is he reminiscing about?

You: Ah, yes. & # (seishun) is a word
which translates to ‘springtime of your life’,
meaning your youth or adolescence. It’s that
period in your life when you're not really a
child anymore, but not yet an adult, either.
Aussie: Oh, so the teenage years then.

You: Yes, it can certainly be used to describe
the high school and college periods, but ¥
% can also be used to describe the time in
university/early twenties as well.

Aussie: So basically the “young, wild and
free” days, eh?

You: Pretty much! &% is not a word which
gets used to describe life after your mid-
twenties, though. And, oftentimes, it will be
paired with the word F$f{ (jidai) meaning

like:-- My & # was mostly spent playing
footy. I never really studied, because all I
ever wanted to do was to be outside, kicking
around the ball! Sure, I might've missed out
on some academic stuff, but even if I could
go back in time, I'd do it all over again.

You: That sounds very much like you. My &
# was listening to lots of music, and learning
to play the bass guitar. I was never good at
it, but I channelled a lot of my teenage angst
and energy into it. My friends and I would
dream of becoming the next biggest rock
stars, haha.

Aussie: Everyone remembers the happy days
of their youth as their halcyon days.

You: Certainly. It’s crazy to think it’s so
long ago now, even though it only feels like

HEATBEORIE: [FEIELEWSIEE
3. T2 [HEI 2 B%TI5ET. AEDEIC
BIZoN 28, 20, FOECERDC L
EIRTEZZTHITLI HEXCHHB LS
2. EBLNEES L [FHE] ZBELHRDOA
A B0, L20K(CH T ToBEERR
EIRODBOTENLOBFICFEDONZEELLE
BALTHIH, BLHFZBCHLEN, AE%E
WTAELWIRBRICEZL(MHLAEZCS
DIEEBOCETADONIE, ST AEE
o FESTCELWHSRERAS LI LEEL
LLEIBEOKRBICEBHTECADL RN LA
B, WFRICLTH, HRECHL A RKIC
Bha, AR—YRRNFECRPL, BEE
BBRTILE TOBRODANEDLTEEIELE
HEEATWBRERANS O ERTIMZTES
. bbAA ERMCEGRLES. TEEXERIT S
LOWSKEEENTIC, LD b,

‘era’ to make H &ML (seishun jidai) — yesterday.
you might hear this word more from older
people, who use it to describe their heydays [CER 1) (e CELERE]

reminisce about ~ EL<BWHT

adolescence BEHH,LRAET

high school and college periods % EKRER
young, wild and free days &<, FH,roBHLHX
be paired with ~ ~&xf(Ci>T

heyday B0 /#TE /2K

nostalgia #&,/ /241y 7

fondness E#&

“might’'ve (~ past participle verb)” £W3F WAL,

[~EolhblnBn] EVWIBEDILICDVTRE
PEIFLERTRCEDN S,

[#11] “The government's decision to scrap the
submarine deal with France might've triggered
a lot more than what they had originally
anticipated.”

(75 2EDBKEZNEERLVCOSBFOREL 77
connotation EHKEL/SHDOEKk VAEDBBRICFELLZU LORL LRBEES | ERCL
by default H#/$8E / E& fepbLlning
. . in the affirmative & EMIC [#12] “I might've said something hurtful to Jen,
connotations, so say if you wanted to footy (=football) 7w hK—s because she's been avoiding me lately.”
describe having a dull F#&F X, then you stuff  (~BAfR®) b0 [V a7 2L5% L85 TLESLIT &
channel ~I[C@Af3/iE< BT ONTULBAL)
angst A&/ LR/ EHiK [#13] “Where are the keys?” “I'm not sure, |
dream of ~ ~%%ZR3 might've dropped them in the car.”
halcyon days &M%/ FRARH TRIE?) T&H, LCHATOWAWY, HoORICELELE
crazy to think BzxiV/ELohziun bl

of youth.

Aussie: Can the word be used to describe
both the good and bad things which might ve
happened during & &HF?

You: Actually, Japanese people use this
term with a certain amount of nostalgia and
fondness. The word itself holds positive

would need to add the negative describing
words, because by default, it’s used in the
affirmative.

Aussie: So, I guess I could say something

facebook

F—RPSYTORF=a—, ARV MEHRE
FacebookT7+a—L4&S5!

NICHIGOPRESS
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www.facebook.com/NICHIGOPRESS
Facebook® INICHIGOPRESS] THRR!

B¥E7LRADFacebook THAEI-DHEEZBNLTCHEIEALD?

TBIEWANRGET E— LA TEES, 7407 —HI1B3FALL!
LEBHOSMVWE b (Enpsales@nichigo.com.au BEFLXEEHE T
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A LIGHTHOUSE CALLED KANATA
GALLERY, TOKYO JAPAN’S PREMIUM BEER. BREWED IN AUSTRALIA.

OSAMU YOKOYAMA, BAMBOO ARTIST



