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Aussie: Doesn't kirakira mean twinkle
twinkle? I remember that sound from
the song, kirakiraboshi (twinkle twinkle
little star).

You: Yes, that's right!

A: So--- kirakira name means twinkling
name? What on earth does that mean?
Y: A kirakira name refers to the
new types of names sweeping Japan,
and although they are new, snazzy
and unconventional, many are
unintelligible to all but the child’s
parents.

A: How are the names unusual?

Y: Like Anglo-Saxon names such as
Matthew and Nicole, Japanese parents
were happy to give their children
traditional and regular Japanese names
such as Taro, Kazuo, Hanako and Yiko
until recently. Nowadays, many young
parents are choosing these ‘sparkly
names’ as, in one theory, many last
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Ay,
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name.
A: What are some of the names like?

Y: Well--- Whenever this gets talked
about, the example which comes up
straight away is the name Pikacha. It
is written as)YtHi- -

A: Wait, what!? )% can't be read as “pika”
but

Y: With kirakira names, many of them
are only based on how they sound, and
the kanji characters don't have much, if
any, meaning. Another example isf% 7%,
and you read that as Naito(Night).

A: Oh, come on, you have got to be
kidding me! That's just an English
translation--!

Y: I wish I were, but these names do
exist, and there is now a big debate in
Japan whether these are acceptable or
not, lead to bullying in schools, or
have consequences in the future when
they reach adulthood.
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International Medical Centre ----------------------—-- 39 H&K Motors 23 |-White 34
Maeda Seitai Massage 33,34 Maximore 34 Jills Japan Hair&Beauty 19 WiRiT -V 7— X0l
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Vegetable & Fruit Picking 36  Beauty Salon DCT 20 KVBKunlun 6  MBD Japan Design 26
Bellezak Hair & Beauty 34 Littles Lawyers 39  The Bidet Shop 22
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